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« OPERATION EXODUS »
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Yacht Race

THE
« TRANSMEDITERRANEAN »

SETE > HAIFA-HERZLIYA

In the wake of the Exodus

«The way of Hopen X @
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Reminding a recent and epic saga, whose memory shall endure.

From a media-related point of view, the race follows a stunning course, passing offshore of
major touristy venues and historical sites of the Mediterranean civilisations.

First major offshore race of the new open 9,50 class, bringing all the attention a novelty
deserves.

A truly sportive event, displaying the strong and marked nature of the Mediterranean with
its capricious, and sometime extreme, weather.

1- The Memory

2- Course, Dates and Fleet

3- Supporting clubs and hosting venues

4- Organisation

5- Documents

6- Communication and Media

7- Return journey and delivery back
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1- The Memory

TheEXODUS

Exodus 1944vas a ship transporting Jewish illegal immigrants from Europe to Palestine,
which was under British trusteeship in 19%4T%e ship left the port of Sefaext to
Montpellier) in France, on July 111947.

Most of these immigrants were refugees, having survived the Holocaust. They did not have
any legal permit to enter Palestine, all the more than the British were trying to limit the Jewish
immigration inb Palestine.

The British Royal Navy took hold of the ship and sent all its passengers back to the German
zone ruled by the Brits.

Many passengers started a hunger strike and the harshness of the British repression was to
bear a significant influence onetliecognition of the state of Israel.

History

On July 11th, 1947, a shymder Panamanian flag, tReesidentWarfield left the port of
Sete (France), supposedly sailing to Columbia. All of the 4500 immigrant passengers carried
onboard the ship haddel passports and visas.

5 days into the trip, outside of the French territorial watersPthsidertWarfieldbecame the
Exodus 1944and the Israeli flag replaced the Panamanian one. That same evening,
reconnaissance aircrafts flew around the shipwlaattherapproaching the British territorial
waters. The American captain of thgodus 1948ent a coded message to Heganahin
Tel-Aviv and continued on his way.

On the morning of July 18 at the entrance of the Palestinian territorial waters, majes

and five antitorpedo boats appeared, but the Exodus 1947 refused to stop and to obey the
authorities. It was later arrested, just 27 km (15 nautical miles) short from the coast. Even
though, the captain tried to escape and to run aground towdalsiRapite of the resistance
of the British Navy. The lattes a i d Harythis morning@, the British Navy has

intercepted th&residemWarfield with 4500 illegal immigrants onboard. The ship is
expected by 13.@0.

The story of the Exodus 47 ancktglobal illegaimmigration problem gave the case a
different turn. As a consequence, insteathtdrning the prisoners in Cyprus, the United
Kingdom decided to send them back to their starting point. Agart two passengeislled
during theeventsard theincarceratedaptain, the prisoners boarded in Haifa on three British
ships, theDcean VigourtheEmpireRival and theRunnymede Park'hese were proper jail
boats were the unfortunates were locked in.

\ On July 24", the Navy ships stopped in fravft Portde-Bouc, but the prisoners refused to
R disembark and the negotiations between the French and the British dragged on until August
\

0
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23 when the French governmentsd@idThe French government tells
Exodus 47 that, if they wisl sthey will be given asylum in France where they will enjoy all
of their freedoms. 0

75 exhausted passengers aceefite French offer but the others refused categorically and

a n s weWewdsh to §o to Palestine and will only disembark here ifalead vihced, the

British government orderthe three ships to sail to Hamburg via Gibraltar. The fleet left on
August 28 andwasin sight of the Elbe estuary on SeptembBrEne disembarkation started

on September" by the first ship, th©cean VigourOn the dbck 29, everything has been
prepared to receive the prisoners: military and police forces, water canons, tear gas grenades
and Red Cross ambulances. This name of the operatioDags

On the morning of Septembef,&he speakers broadcast a siation. After the sufferemwere
discharged, the soldiers entered the holds of the ship to expel the passengers by the force
before putting them into special traii@n the following day, the disembarkingtbe Empire
Rivalwasrun with barely any difficules, but a time bomb had been placed in the ship under
the orders from the Royal Navy headquarters and was planned to explode in the afternoon.
However, the discharging of the third ship, Bennymede Parkurnedto tragedy as the
immigrants refuseéto dsembark and th®asisplan rolled into action. The soldiers charged
under various projectiles, the water caneese turned on while the prisoners tried to

organize themselves in the battle. In the end, all passengers were disembarked but the balance
wasof 27 woundedncluding three British, and 50 arrests. The trains, overloaded with
immigrants weresent to the Poppendorf@Amstau camps, next to Lubeck. Yet the

prisoners kpt resisting, some of them managed to escape while others gave the exodus
anotter attemptThe worldwide pressand particularly the British press blew off steam,
drawing the parallel with the German camps. Manchester Gardiamrote on September

the 13" One would not have expected such behaviour from a British governmentatgeci
Labour government.

The casdxodus 4pset the public opinion worddide. Many immigrants reached the
Promised Land, as they vowedé This story was
partition of Palestine in the end of 1948.
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2- Course, Dates and Fleets

The « In the wake of the Exodus » race will be run in two legs, totalising 1800 nautical miles,

after a prologue sailed in front of SeteQ Rarbour.

The single stop is planned in Larnaka (Cyprus), enabling to gather the fleet before it reaches

Israel.

The course can be broken up as fallo

Prologue:
Prologue in front of SeteQa KL NID 2 dzNJ

legl:

-Starton Saturday July 11", H nn pE G KS | yyASBSNEI NBE

tablet commemorating the start of the « Exodus » .

- Gates with intermediate ranking:
South of Sardinia (Toro island), 350 miles from Séte
South-East of Sicilia (Porto Palo), 355 miles from Sardinia
South of Crete (Lerapetra), 455 miles from Sicilia

Leg 1 Arrival: Larnaka (Cyprus), 500 miles from Crete

Leg2:
- Start around July 26" from Larnaka for 140 miles.
- Final arrival in Herzliya around July 28th, after passing in front of Haifa.

Prize giving ceremony planned for July 31%.

Fleet:

For this first edition of the « Transmediteranean », the following yachts are invited to take

part:
- Yachts rated as « Classe 9,50 »

- As well as the followings : A35; Bepox 990 ; Bongo 9,60; Dehler 34 ; Dufour 34;
Figaro 1 ; Figaro 2 ; First 34,7 ;) 105 ; JOD 35 ; JPK 9,60 ; Sprint 95/98 ; Sun Fast 3200 ;

X34 ;- 0 f tKis list is not all-comprehensive).

Two rankings will be established: the first one using elapsed time for the Class 9.50s and the

other one for the whole fleet.

The entry list is limited to 25 yachts.

« Classe 9,50 »- www.classe950.com
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3- Supporting Clubs and Hosting Venues

SeteFrance
The supporting clubs of the start city are the MSYC and the SNS.
www.tourisme-sete.com

LarnakaChypre
http://windowoncyprus.com/larnaca_marina.htm

http://www.larnaka.com/

HaifaHerzliya- Israel
www.herzliya-marina.co.il/?CategorylD=212

4- Organisation

4.1- Race office rand Jury

- Race officer: To be defined

- Race committee: To be defined

- Jury: To be defined together with the sport authorities
- Rule committee: To be defined

4.2- Escortingboats
A minimum of 3 escorting boats will follow the racing fleet and will be used as press support
as well as to relay the communications to and from the racing boats.

4.3 Gatesc Intermediate rankings
Considering the significant distance of the 1st Leg, the organizer plans to set up gates where
temporary rankings will be established.

The three gates are the followings:
- Gate 1: South Sardinia (Toro Island)
- Gate 2: South East Sicily (South of Porto Palo di Cap Passero)
- Gate 3: South Crete (north Chrysi, south Lerapetra)
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4.4- Communication and positioning tools/means

On top of a VHF, and eventually a BLU, each escorting yacht will be fitted with a satellite
phone. The competitors will have a VHF onboard as well as an Iridium phone. They will also
be fitted with trackers that will enable to update regularly the position of the fleet and
therefore the position map that will be available online on the race website.

4.5 Navigation Maps
The list of the navigation maps required for the event will be displayed in the notice of race.
The latter will be published and downloadable from the race website.

5- Documents

To ease the communication, all the following documents will be downloadable from the race
website that will be set up later on:
- Notice of race

Copy of the navigation maps of the surroundings of the hosting ports and race gates.

Copy of the hosting harbour with location of the pontoons

Access map of the lifting crane for the boats arriving on a trailer by the  road

Access map of the start site and summary of the different way to get there.

List of the local marine contractors and shops

Flowchart of the organizer

6- Communication and Media

The communication of the organizer is the minimum official communication guaranteed
before and during the race.
It is planned as follow:

- Website
The race website will be setup before the 1st of December 2008 at the following link: xxxx
The website is the main communication tool and is meant to evolve through time.
In a first time, it will enable to present the race and will ease the communication between
the competitors and the organizer.
Then, as the start date comes closer, the website will evolve to turn into its final layout
enabling the public to follow the race and gathering the following information:

9 Entry list

' Ranking updated twice a day

1 Position map
Daily race press releases
A regular weather section
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- Internet Press Release
The organizer has already built some contacts with the main online sportive media that will
relay the press release they will be sent.
1 Course au Large
adonnante.com
seasailsurf.com
Voiles News
Sports.fr
Voilesregates.com

= =4 4 4 A -

Radio France Sports

T Xo
All their links will be available on the website.
Regular press releases will be sent to and relayed by this web-based media. Daily releases
will be edited during the race.

- Radio
The organizer is currently talking to several radios6 WCL X | @A @I wl RgoBeX 0
regular race updates broadcast.

- Press
The organizer is planning to have regular articles in both local and national media: print
media, radio and television, including special coverage before the race as well as at both the
start and finish.
The city of Séte, the Languedoc-Roussillon county and the other partners of the project will
organise their own communication. All sponsors will therefore enjoy the global press
fallouts.

We are currently in connection with the following media:
f PQR:le Midi-Libre, Ouest-CNJ y OS> [ t NP@BSy OSX
| French and Israeli national press (Le CA I NB X [ Q9 lj dzA LIS X 0
9 Marine/Nautical press : Bateaux, Voiles Magazine, Voiles & voiliers, Couse au Large
9 Local and national televisions

Sponsor Visibility
Name of the Race
The organizer wishes to relate the name of the race with the name of its main reference

sponsor. The name of the race would thereby become : « La Transméditerranéenne xxxx »

The reference sponsor is the main private sponsor. Negotiations are currently in progress.

\Other partial or technical partnerships will be considered.
\
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Start Village

The boats will have to be at the disposal of the organizer 5 days before the start of the race,
for check up and controls.

The organizer will benefit of dedicated mooring berths, opposite the central reservation
leading to the start village, for all that period.

On the village, sponsors will have the opportunity to rent a stand to further enhance their
communication.

Start activities
The organizer is planning to recruit a prestigious 6godLJr NSy G ¢ ® | OGAPAGASE & A
the start of the race, together with the local authorities.

Finish activities

The prize giving activities and ceremony will be organised by the Israeli Yachting Club,
together with the various local and national Israeli authorities.

7- Return journey and delivery

The race is planning to enable the competitors to have their yacht delivered back on a cargo
a KA LIX

For those interested in sailing their yacht back, a return cruise with organised stops and
escorting fleet will be organised.
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